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mistaken if either of us should want assistance of any kind
which the other would not cheerfully give. " Give " is
a bad word, it makes too great a difference between us*
who should consider ourselves as one person.

I                                  I hope in God your affairs will be settled in such a

way that you shall be able to live comfortably. Pray,
my friend, do not indulge gloomy thoughts. Let
pleasing study and meditation amuse your mind, and
relieve yourself by thinking on your absent friend, who
shall often think of you, and when he returns shall
be most cordially connected with you. To-morrow
fi                              morning, at five o'clock, I set out upon my travels. I

-1                              am much hurried with putting all my things in order*

|i                              I have left some parcels in one of the drawers, which

^                              I beg you may keep for me till I return.    I have been

<)                               a great deal with Mr. Johnson of late, and (would you

;                              believe it ?) his friendship for me is so great that he

.j                              insists on seeing me sail, and has actually taken a place

:                              in the coach to accompany me to Harwich.

V                                  I am quite hurried and confused to-night; however, I

"&                              shall go with rational and agreeable views of improve-

;                              ment, and hope to return much better than when I went

v                               away.    I like your present of Mason's Poems exceed-

i                              ingly, and shall take it only, as Horace can be had every-

where. Mr. Gray's Poems will be left for you with Mr.
Edwards. And now, my dear Temple, God bless you 1
I am going far away, and for a long time, but let us cor-
respond frequently, and so make the time seem shorter.
Remember me kindly to Nicholls and Bob. Farewell!
|                                              I ever am yours, with sincere regard,

JAMES BOSWELL,

1                                     From the date of the above letter to February, 1766, Boswell

was abroad, and none of his letters to Temple, if any were
written, have been preserved; how the interval of time was
spent will be seen presently.